'AE-IOURNAL OF

E ACETED &a MUL’TILIN
U GUAL STUDI
Research Journal (Sr.47674) =

WETFACTOR : 4,205 !F ebruary 2018

e

Losmaos;

; 'Chief Editor Executive Editor
 Dr. V. H. Mane Prof. M. P. Shaikh

| R e —

Scanned by CamScanner



VOLUME-V.(11)
INTERNATIONAL JOURNA

Impact Factor: 4.205

L OF MULTIFACETED AND MULTILINGUAL STUDIES

R

ISSN (Print): 2394'207X

\

Index
TR
S Name of the Paper ] Name Page
No.
1l Classand Caste based Qultural Hegemony in Dr. Anil Gaman Ahire 115
| Kanyadan 2Dr. P. R. Bhabad
28 Gender- Biased Per ception: a Tool of Dr .Svita R. Kothawale | 6-14
Hindrancein the Jburney of Women reflected
in Arundhati Roy’s The God of Small Things
&) Post-Colonialism: Theoretical Perspectives Dr.Ashutosh Thakare [ 15-18]
4. | Woman asa Subaltern in Arun Kolatkar’s Dr.Balkrishna 19-21 I
Poem “Woman” Waghmare
Do Pejorative treatment to Women in Indian Dr. Dhananjay P. Patil 22-25
English Novels / /
6. An Exploration Postcolonial Perspectivesin Dr. Sanjay Haribhau 26-30
Indian English Literature Zagade / ‘
7 What istemporary in ‘A Temporary Matter’? Dr.Rajendae Gorakh 31-33
Sarode / ]
8. MULTICULTURALISM INHUMPA LAHIRI’S Dr.Manohar S Vaswani
“WHEN MR. PIRZADA CAME TO DINE’
). Identity Crisisin Indian DiasporalLiterature Mr. Prashant
with referenceto Jhumpa Lahiri’s The Sampatrao Shinde
Namesake
10. | The Theme of Exploitation in Mulk Raj Mr. Sakat Ambadas
Anand's Untouchable and Anna Bhau Sathe's | Dadasaheb
Fakira: A study
11. | Strugglefor Survival in Shobha De’s Second Mr. Shahaji Rajaram
Thoughts Karande
12. | Joseph Conrad’s ‘Heart of Darkness: A Mr. Sachin B. Bhosale
Postcolonial Sudy '
13. | Exploitation of Women in Mahesh Dattani’s Mr.T.SDeokule
Play Bravely Fought the Queen
14. | Nostalgia, the Driving Force to Find a Voice Dr. Tushar M. Kamble
and an ldentity in A. K. Ramanujan
15. | The handling'of’ Sciencein JAayant Narlikar’s Dr. Punekar
The Return of Vaman- A plea for an ethical Vijaykumar
restraint on scientific excesses Ramchandra

R P —

February-2018

Website: www.ijmms.in

Email: iimms14@gmail.com

Scanned by CamScanner



Mr. Shahajj Rajaram Karande
Annasaheb Awate College,

Manchar, Ta] Ambegaon, Dist- P
Abstract: - =

Working, their motivations an

inside out. The agony and anxiety of the newly married woman is at the centre in this novel. Maya, a young middle

class Bengali girl, is the protagonist of this novel. She is born and brought up in Calcutta and married to a Bengali
boy Ranjan who is settled in the city of Bombay.

Key Words: overpowering materialism, struggle for survival, motivations and feelings, inner recesses.

Introduction: Shobha De concentrates on women'’s problems and narrates each and every aspects
q human relationship. Her novel ‘Second Thoughts’ throws light on human nature and inner self
f the character. The efforts are made to probeinto the characters’ inner worki ng, their motivations
and feelings. This novel plunges into the inner recesses of the character and lays bare inside out.
The agony and anxiety of the newly married woman is at the centre in this novel. Maya, a young
middle class Bengali girl, is the protagonist of this novel. She is born and brought up in Calcutta
and married to a Bengali boy Ranjan who is settled in the city of Bombay. Maya is a pretty young
girl. She is quite innocent and novice in the metropolis. She has great fascination for the city. In
fact she is in love with Bombay. She thinks that marrying Ranjan is like marrying Bombay and
considers herself the luckiest girl in her locality. The prologue tells us much about their pre-
marriage scenario. Maya, with her mother, came to Bombay to meet Ranjan. Maya, her mother
Chitra and Pradippma met the Maliks as per appointment. This was their first formal gathering.
Maya and Ranjan saw each other for the first time. In fact, they liked each other as Maya says:

“1"d met him just oncein a formal gathering and | have to be honest and admit that
I”d liked him. He liked me too-that’s how we got married.”

uring their first meeting, it is decided that Maya would not be allowed to join duty outside even
dough she was trained as a textile designer. Then Maya and Ranjan got engaged in matrimonial
alliance with mutual consent. In this way, Maya, with the dreams in her heart, wedded Mr. Malik,
a handsome Bombay boy of tgwenty eight. She wanted to be a part of Bombay and a part of her
husband’ s life Maya was redly a sensible and sensitive lady. After her marriage, Maya did every
possible effort to serve her husband. But Ranjan was a different kind of man. He was sho.rt
tempered and suspicious by nature. Some time he behaved like a kid. He star.ted finding faults in
Maya's work. Thus, soon after her marriage, Maya began to receive her surprise and than shqcks.
In the first stage, she discovered that Ranjan was very conservative even though he had received
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foreign education.

e didn't even care for his wife's dreams and desires, emotions and
illusionment. After the two weeks of their marriage, they went for four
N at a depressing hotel in Mahabaleshwar, a hill resort near Bombay. :
as under the impression that Ranjan was a bachelor
GRS was the for e
had never known an

days Clumsy sex-honeymoo
Before this, Maya w in and out. As she said:

gn educated modem, confident Bombay boy cf twenty-eight who
other woman 1’d married a virgin.”

But during their tenure of hone
other girls. In the beginning, he denied responding but Ma

before he met her. She insisted on him to let her know hi
decided to be frank and started to tell:

ymoon, one night, she asked him about his past relationship with

ya was very curious to know his past life
S Past. So being reluctant, he ultimately,

“--they're....they re different_ | nNever know what is going on in her heads. | have tried
to make friends with them.... but it has never worked.”

He might be called impotent. Out of frustration, she thought that she won’t be the mother in future.
She was unable either to speak or to endure it. Besides his physical coolness, her husband was a

strange sort of man, He didn’t even care to cater her emational requirements. He considered her ﬂ
inferior to him and his background. There was a dearth of passion and emotion in his behavior. All

erforms his routine as per his mother’ s instructions. Therefore his
mother calls him twice in a day. Ranjan does not even allow Maya to know the content of his

conversation with his mother. Actually, he is very skeptical person. He thinks that no one to be
trusted there as it is Bombay. He does not take her for outing nor does he permit her to to be mixed
with other people. Her life is confined within the four walls of their flat. All her materl'al is
provoked to her. But she deprived of emotionally and physically as well. So Maya feels like a

caged pigeon. Ranjan fails to understand that mere material things can build a house not a home.
As he said:

“I don’t understand you, Maya what’s your problem? You livein a oorpfortable decent o L
house there'sno shortage of money | treat you well you haveall the timein the world .._|
even eat whateverj;you give.”

* Her life is controlled and commanded by her husband. A won-man is the worst victim <.)f the
patriarchal social system. Maya realizes that her decision of marry:ng Ranjan was. a‘ g.ra‘ve mistake
i ife. She lost interest and faith in her life. Therefore Maya dt?CIdefl to take‘lmtlatlve and try
e hfe-' h Ranjan. So Maya had snuggling up to him and caressing him one night as they were
herblL:jCkB\);lLRqr;?n‘ jL.lmped as though he had received an electric shock and said “stop behaving
in bed. anja

Scanned by CamScanner



VOLUME-V (| )

Im Factor: 5 int):
ATI Pact Factor: 4 205 ISSN (Print): 2394-207x
ONAL JOURNAL OF MULT] FACETED AND MULTIL] NGUAL STUDIES

1ave like a cheap woman, a

€". Maya said that she decided to bel

a0 &
reached out for Ranjan”
Then Ranjan movyeq away from her ang saiq
5 I ’ .
Pl&ase, Maya I'm tireq. | have been travelling. A man needs some rest and a little
peace after hectictour”

She led to believe that the

and miserable. Ith
b

¥ were not husband

ad no utility. A sepse of n
©gan to dispise herself she said sadly

and wife in true sense. Her existence became painful

on-belonging was constantly biting her soul. So she
as she sat by the window. ;

“I had never fat o useless. Nobody needed me, absolute nobody. My parent no longer

thought that | belonged to them. My husband belonged to his mother. It was unlikely I

would bear children who would belong to me And | didn’t havea singlefriend to call my
own.”

’Puring this period of utter loneliness and misery, a college going boy named Nikhil Varma came
nto her life. He was very charming and appreciative. He, with systematic efforts and persuasion,
won Maya's heart. In the beginning, she avoided his advances like a chaste woman. She was quite
aware of the fact that Nikhil was other than her lawful man. But when her all hopes and dreams as
well as her attempts to seek love from her legitimate husband failed, she decided to strike up
friendship with Nikhil. She allowed herself to be enjoyed and loved in the company of Nikhil. She

felt the beauty and pleasure of her life. That is why she dared to go on outing with Nikhil at Malbar
hill as she admits.

“---l was ready to jump on Nikhil’s motorbike and ay “

good-by€” to my un inspiring
lifewithout the slightest regret.”

Nikhil filled Maya with power and pleasure while Ranjan filled her with sadness and misery.
Though Nikhil was junior to Maya by five or six years. He was expert in love making. His
movement was musical sooth and refined. She says:

Nikhil was surprisingly refined, there wasn’t a single awkward or a rough caress, ashis
@ fingers stroked my body. They made music of sweetest kind”.

Thus, Maya felt happy, wongerful. She founq meaning of her exist‘enc.e..Nikhil stzmd:s in quite

contrast with Ranjan. Ranjan is very conservative and cool whereas Nikhil is modern. quite young,

energetic and cheerful person. He leads free and unchecked life. It is Nikhil who brings joy and
(=)

happinessin Maya slife. »

But she was born with hard luck. Some days after her encounter with Nikhil, she came to know
through Nikhil’s mother that he wes betrothed to a girl named Anshu. The news left Maya
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motionless and unthinking. But she was able to control her feelings. She was not frightened but she
was contained. As she says:

-3

= AP

“I knew | would have to make it again from scratch. So what? I had all the time in the
world now” .

Maya learnt a new way of life. She has broken social and moral code to protect herself and to
establish her identity. Maya is assertive and self willed, She is meditative about her placement in
Patriarchal society. She is capable enough of taking bold decision. She wants to end up her unreal

and false life. She hungers to have her own identity, her own voice and her own place in the
family.

In this way, “Second Thoughts” presents the pathetic plight of a newly wedded middle class
urban woman who suffers out of no fault of her own. And when the suffering is beyond her

endurance, she violates general and accepted norms to end her suffering and to attach a new
meaning to her meaningless married life.
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